i^.1.2 ITumeration 

The numeration system does not show the base-five characteristics 
of many Nilo-Saharan languages, but does involve some certain or pro- 
bable borrowings from other languages for higher niunerals. The first 
ten numerals are; 1, J)h:nh or ko;n . 2. rkakt . 3. eizzi. k, uvi or 
2iili» 5» ha:nAi . 6. lll^ . 7> i9a;bli , ffTiee^, 9. Bkkkl , 10. tomon > 
Of these, "9" is a Cushitic borrowing (e.g. Arbore, Tsamay, Somali) 
and "10" is a widespread form whose origin is uncertain. NumereuLs above 
10 use ko "and" (e.g. tomon ko Done , tomon ko raman ) and hir ("man") 
or euo rpeople" ) , e.g. hir k7n ("twenty" lit, man -one ) ."hlr kon ko 
tomon (30), 9uo raman (Uo - lit. people two), 9uo h^;naa (lOO). Note 
that in the numerals , 9, "* ^ so that we may hear sizzi . etc . Also , the 
pronunciation of 9uo is very short, sounding like 9^o or even ££, 
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